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D e a r  Harold, 

I am wr i t i ng  t o  i n v i t e  you t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a conference on Science 
and t h e  Media t o  be held on Apr i l  19 ,  1986 a t  the  Harvard School of Publ ic  
Health.  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  w e  would l i k e  you t o  be par t  o f  a panel on "The 
Reporting of  AIDS and AIDS Research," The f u l l  program i s  enclosed. 

E r i c  Lander, Ass i s t an t  Professor  of Mathematics a t  Harvard Universi ty  and 
Harvard Business School,  and Michael F i l i s k y ,  a marine educator a t  t h e  Boston 
Aquarium. (Er i c  i s  now working with David Bo t s t e in  on  mathematical a n a l y s i s  
of RFLP approaches and working i n  Bob Horv i t z ' s  l ab . )  Sponsors of t h e  
conference are Science f o r  t he  People, of which w e  are members, The Boston 
Globe, The Bush Program f o r  Science J o u r n a l i s t s  a t  MIT,  t h e  N e w  England Science 
Writers' Associat ion,  t h e  Northeastern Technical and Profess iona l  Writing 
Program and t h e  Boston Chapter of t h e  National WritersK Union. 

embodies many of t h e  successes  and f a i l u r e s  of  sc ience  repor t ing .  I s sues  
t h a t  rniyht be considered f o r  d i scuss ion  by t h e  panel a r e  1) whether t h e r e  was 
underreporting of AIDS i n  t h e  e a r l y  days,  2)  what r o l e  a t t i t u d e s  towards 
homosexuals may have played i n  t h e  repor t ing  a t  var ious  s t ages ,  3) t h e  
coverage of  AIDS i n  Afr ica ,  4)  t h e  eva lua t ion  of s c i e n t i f i c  r e p o r t s  on progress  
i n  AIDS research ,  including epidemiological and molecular b io log ica l  research  
and t h e  search f o r  cures .  Questions t h a t  may be r a i s e d  i n  t h i s  and o t h e r  
workshops a r e  1) how can science r e p o r t e r s  b e t t e r  eva lua te  t h e  s ign i f i cance  of 
s c i e n t i s t ;  statements? 2)  What f a c t o r s  determine t h a t  new information is 
communicated t o  t h e  media from researchers?  3 )  How can sc ience  r e p o r t e r s  i n  
t he  f u t u r e  give a f a i r  p i c t u r e  of t h e  prospec ts  both f o r  t h e  spread of t h e  
d i sease  and the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of cures?  

The members of  t h e  planning group f o r  t h i s  conference are m y s e l f ,  D r .  

We be l ieve  t h a t  t h e  r epor t ing  on t h e  d i sease  AIDS and AIDS research  

David Baltimore t e l l s  me t h a t  you have followed AIDS research  q u i t e  
c lose ly .  W e  were looking f o r  someone with t h i s  e x p e r t i s e  who w a s  no t  d i r e c t l y  
involved i n  the  research.  
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One problem may be money. W e  c u r r e n t l y  have app1icatiorU;in t o  
seve ra l  foundations.  W e  a re  hopeful a f t e r  d i scuss ions  with t h e  Sloan 
Foundation t h a t  they  w i l l  fund us ,  bu t  t h e r e  i s  no c e r t a i n t y .  I f  you are 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  and are a b l e  t o  come, could you l e t  us know. 
Then w e  w i l l  l e t  you know about funds. O r ,  i s  t h e r e  a chance you w i l l  
be i n  t h e  E a s t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

S i nc  er e l  y , 

JB/m 

encl  : 


